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St. Francis Says . . . 
The Lord granted me, Brother Francis, to begin 
to do penance in this way: While I was in sin, it 
seemed very bitter to me to see lepers. And the 
Lord Himself led me among them and I had 
mercy upon them. And when I left them that 
which seemed bitter to me was changed into 
sweetness of soul and body; and afterward I 
lingered a little and left the world. 
 

-- from The Testament of Francis 
 
Fraternity Schedule 
 
FEBRUARY 
7 – COUNCIL MEETING, 1:00pm, FRH, PL 
14 – VALENTINE’S DAY 
17 – ASH WEDNESDAY 
21 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
        Prayer – Paula Meeting will be by Zoom 
        Ongoing Formation (Chapt 26) – Steve 
25 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
         
MARCH 
4 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
11 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
18 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
21 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PL Christ the King 
        Prayer – Helen Meeting will be by Zoom 
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 27) –  
28 – PALM SUNDAY 
 
APRIL 
2 – GOOD FRIDAY 
4 – EASTER 
11 – DIVINE MERCY 
18 – COUNCIL MEETING, 1:30, FRH, PL  
18 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PL  
        Prayer –        
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 28) – Mary 
XX – REGIONAL SPRING GATHERING, 8:30-4:00 
        “Theme of talk” by Guest Speaker 
         St Francis Convent, Little Falls MN  
        Sponsored by a Fraternity 
 
 

Franciscan of the Month              
On February 1, we celebrate the feast of Saint 
Brigid of Ireland who even as a young girl she 
evinced an interest for a religious life and took 
the veil in her youth from St. Macaille at 
Croghan.  About the year 470 she founded a 
double monastery at Cill-Dara (Kildare) and was 
Abbess of the convent, the first in Ireland. The 
foundation developed into a center of learning 
and spirituality, and around it grew up the 
Cathedral city of Kildare.. Brigid was one of the 
most remarkable women of her times, and 
despite the numerous legendary, extravagant, 
and even fantastic miracles attributed to her, 
there is no doubt that her extraordinary 
spirituality, boundless charity, and compassion 
for those in distress were real.  

Fair Share Contribution 
is $60 per professed member (including active, 
distant, and homebound members) that will be 
paid out of the general fund to the Regional, 
National and International OFS Franciscans.  
Please contribute generously to cover this 
expense, if possible, this January or February. 
Thanks.  Mail check to Helen Riegger.      
 

A Catholic Meditation . . . 
Lord, give us the strength to stand tall 
in a world that longs to pull us down into the 
dust, to stand for the rights of the unborn and the 
vulnerable, to stand for virtue in a world that 
longs to call virtue vice, and to answer the call to 
lead when you give it. Help us to work for your 
light, this day and always, Amen. 
 
Susan E. Stone, 2007 
                     

THE PRAYER BEFORE THE CRUCIFIX 
Most High, Glorious God, enlighten the darkness of my 
heart and give me, Lord, a correct faith, a certain hope, a 
perfect charity, sense and knowledge, so that I may carry 
out Your holy and true command.     
    Saint Francis 
 
 
 



 
 

        
 
 

We held our first Zoom 
fraternity meeting on January 
15, 2021. Thirteen professed 
members, Fr. Jim and two 
guests were able to join us. 
Summaries of the meeting 
have been sent to all fraternity 
members who were not able to 
join us.  
Our February and March 
meetings will also be held via 
Zoom. We will reflect on 
chapter 26 of To Live as 
Francis Lived in February.  
 

What the world needs now… 
  are some tried and true Franciscan values. 

 

Pope Francis’ newest encyclical is a response to the current condition of the world with 
all the challenges we face. It has a name that sounds strange to our ears, but it comes 
from St. Francis.  
 

Fratelli Tutti: on Fraternity and Social Friendship  
 
“Fratelli Tutti” is an Italian translation of the opening phrase of St. Francis’s Admonition 
VI. The Admonitions are a series of teachings that St. Francis preached to his friars. 
  
Once again, as he did in his encyclical on care for creation, our Jesuit pope has turned to 
St. Francis for the title and inspiration in this prophetic work on the importance of human 
relationships. 
 
Most Catholics in the pews don’t make a habit of reading the writings of the Pope, but it’s 
good for us to know what the leader of our Church is teaching on the condition of the 
world and our response as Catholics. 
  
I’d like to take this space for the next 5 months to share the message of Fratelli Tutti with 
you and relate it to our Franciscan rule. I’m taking part in a series offered by the 
Archdiocese with speakers who are addressing the encyclical, and I’ve ordered the 
document and a trusted study guide. I hope it will be of benefit to you and our fraternity.  
 
Peace and blessings,  
Mary 

 


